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Look at the history of jazz, and it is all...frankly...a bit
male. There have, of course, always been very prominent
female jazz singers, but female instrumentalists and composers
such as Jutta Hipp, Carla Bley or Geri Allen are few and far
between. Today, even though men are still in the majority,
female emancipation in jazz has definitely happened. Women
are increasingly raising their profile and their visibility, and really
making their presence felt. And the album "Sisters in Jazz" is
proof positive of just how good a thing that is.

Jazz is feminine too. In fact, this short sentence serves as a
very apt description of Czaecilie Norby's new album. The Danish
singer has never been afraid to explore new avenues
artistically. Her unique and versatile singing style has enabled
her to collaborate with top instrumentalist on the International
Jazz Scene. Most of whom have been male! So when producer
Siggi Loch presented her with the idea of an all female band,
celebrating women in Jazz, she was delighted. She says:
"There is no doubt that strong, compentent female musicians
are underrepresented on the music scene- nor is there any
doubt that they excist!!"

With Rita Marcotulli (piano), Nicole Johdnntgen
(saxophone), Hildegunn Qiseth (trumpet), Lisa Wulff
(double bass) and Dorota Piotrowska (drums), Loch has
placed a band of outstanding European instrumentalists
alongside the singer. After a Jazz at Berlin Philharmonic
concert which he curated in November 2017 under the title
"Sisters in Jazz" (with Terri Lyne Carrington as leader), he has
taken the idea of the female band further, and provided Norby
with strong female musicians for a studio album.

All the compositions were written by women, by jazz
pioneers such as Betty Carter ("Droppin' Things"), Abbey
Lincoln ("Love Has Gone Away") and Nina Simone (“Do |
Move You?") or the queen of the thoughtful singer-songwriters
herself, Joni Mitchell ("Big Yellow Taxi" and "Man From Mars").
Plus two songs by Norby, and one by Rita Marcotulli.
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"This album celebrates women in jazz,” says Norby.
“That's why it was important to me that there were women
artists who had a strong influence on my life and artistic
development. Abbey Lincoln's and Nina Simone's songs don't
just have great melodies, but also great lyrics. | wanted to have
lyrics that would fit with my age and life experience. “Bonnie
Raitt's song "All At Once", for example, is a kind of love song,
but it's also about broken hearts and families that are falling
apart. These are grown-up, mature lyrics full of experience, not
the usual jazz love songs."

The countries of origin of the musicians are very
diverse, as are their artistic influences. "Sisters in Jazz"
demonstrates the power of improvised music and its ability to
bring people and even nationalities together. The music on the
album encaptures the scintillating piano solos by ltalian Rita
Marcotulli, trumpet lines with a very unique sound by
Norwegian Hildegunn Qiseth, the saxophone sound of the
Swiss player Nicole Johanntgen which is very deeply rooted in
tradition - here together with a powerful, grooving rhythm
section with Lisa Wulff, from Northern Germany and Dorota
Piotrowska, who originally hails from Poland. The percussionist
Marilyn Mazur joins as a guest on four pieces. Whether they're
playing easy swing, or cool, or elegiac-nordic, or hard-hitting,
or getting drenched in the blues, the musical range of “Sisters
in Jazz is impressively wide.

The age range between the youngest musician in the
line-up and the oldest is 30 years. "Sisters in Jazz" thus
refers to another factor that is of only peripheral importance in
jazz: the age of the players. "That's the great thing about jazz,
borders like nationality, gender and age just disappear as soon
as you start to make music."

Jazz is music of strong personalities who
communicate with each other, jazz is timeless and
ageless, knows no national borders and should also completely
overcome gender boundaries. Because when the recording
light goes on in the studio, all discussions of gender are over:
"As soon as you play, it's all about listening and interacting.
Then, it's only the musical personality that counts", says Norby.
There is only one conclusion: jazz is not male, jazz is not
female, but it is above all one thing: human.
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01 Easy Money (Rickie Lee Jones) 4:20

02 Willow Weep For Me (Ann Ronell) 4:49

03 Droppin‘ Things (Betty Carter) 4:34

04 Man From Mars (Joni Mitchell) 6:24

05 Naked In The Dark (Czcilie Norby) 3:59

06 First Conversation (Caecilie Norby) 4:58

07 Puzzled (Rita Marcotulli / Caecilie Norby) 3:47
08 Love Has Gone Away (Abbey Lincoln) 4:25
09 Big Yellow Taxi (Joni Mitchell) 4:04

10 All At Once (Bonnie Raitt) 5:54

11 Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow (Carole King & Gerry Goffin) 4:52
12 Do | Move You (Nina Simone) 3:43

Produced by Siggi Loch with the artist

Recorded & Mixed by Thomas Vang at Village Studios, Copenhagen Denmark
Additional recording by Lars Danielsson at Tia Dia Studios, MéInlycke, Sweden
Mastered by Klaus Scheuermann

Arrangements:

01, 03, 04 & 09 by Magnus Hjorth
02 & 08 by Peter Jensen

10 by Hildegunn Qiseth

11 by Ceecilie Norby

Cover photo by Stephen Freiheit

Caecilie Norby on ACT:

Just The Two Of Us (with Lars Danielsson, ACT 9732-2)
Silent Ways (ACT 9725-2)

Arabesque (ACT 9723-2)
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Caecilie Norby / vocals & percussion

Rita Marcotulli / piano

Nicole Johdnntgen / saxophone

Hildegunn @Qiseth / trumpet
Lisa Wulff / bass
Dorota Piotrowska / drums

Marilyn Mazur / percussion (04, 06, 07 & 09)
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